Expression of Bcl-2 on leukocytes in prostatic fluid from patients with acute and chronic prostatitis.
In our continuing investigation to clarify the significance of leukocytosis and its prolongation in prostatic fluid (PF) from prostatitis patients, we investigated whether expression of the antiapoptotic gene Bcl-2 on leukocytes in prostatic fluid has any relation with prolonged leukocytosis in prostatitis. The subjects were eight patients with acute bacterial prostatitis (ABP) and eight with nonbacterial prostatitis (NBP) with a history of more than 2 years. Twelve micrograms of protein obtained from leukocytes in PF were subjected to Western blot analysis. Bcl-2 was expressed in seven of eight (87.5%) and six of eight (75.0%) patients with NBP and ABP, respectively. Quantitative density analysis of the Bcl-2 band did not show any statistically significant differences between patients with NBP and those with ABP. These results suggest that the expression of antiapoptotic Bcl-2 on leukocytes in PF is not a cause of leukocyte longevity in long-term prostatitis.